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Case Study: Garrett Huffman's Journey as an Artist with Iron Gate Records 

Introduction 

Garrett Huffman’s rise in the music industry stands as a 
testament to the power of determination, raw talent, and the 
strategic use of opportunities. From picking up a guitar during 
the pandemic to signing a record deal with Iron Gate Records, 
Garrett has forged his path with a mix of country, pop, and 
alternative music. His journey encapsulates not only the 
struggles of an independent artist but also the rewards that 
come from perseverance. This case study explores Garrett’s 
evolution, his partnership with Iron Gate Records, and the 
milestones that have defined his young career. 

The Early Days: From Pandemic Hobby to Passion 

Garrett Huffman’s musical journey began in 2020 during the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. Quarantined and looking for new 
ways to pass the time, Garrett picked up an acoustic guitar, 
initially belonging to his brother, and began to teach himself to 

play. What started as a hobby quickly turned into a passion. He rapidly progressed from mastering 
basic chords to writing his own songs, experimenting with various genres such as country, pop, and 
alternative. 

Garrett’s natural inclination towards music was evident, and the pandemic became a period of 
intense personal growth. In a podcast interview, he reflected on the incredible speed with which he 
found his footing: “I started working on different songs, testing out genres and figuring out what 
people like,” he explained. The early work became a testing ground for his sound, and by the end of 
2020, Garrett was ready to share his music with the world. 

Building a Following: From Local Gigs to 400+ Shows 

What followed was a whirlwind of activity. With live music making a 
comeback post-pandemic, Garrett wasted no time booking shows. He 
played more than 400 live performances across North and South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and beyond, developing a loyal fanbase along the 
way. 

His shows were a mix of original compositions and covers, with Garrett 
embracing the opportunity to experiment with different styles. 

Reflecting on this time, Garrett described the live music scene in the 
Carolinas as a tight-knit community of dedicated fans. "There are so 
many groups around here that just post about live music," he shared 
during an interview. "People really take time out of their week to come 
support live performances, and it’s been a blessing to have such 
incredible fans turn up to these shows". 
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By 2023, Garrett had not only grown as a performer but had also refined his sound, moving toward a 
fusion of modern country and country rock. This decision, he noted, was inspired by the audiences’ 
reactions to his music. “We were trying to figure out the lane I wanted to go down for 2024, and I 
think we finally found the sound we want to focus on,” Garrett said in an interview. 

Signing with Iron Gate Records and Rising Success 

Garrett’s increasing popularity caught the attention of Iron 
Gate Records, a label known for nurturing young, independent 
talent. The record deal marked a turning point in his career, 
providing Garrett with the backing and resources to take his 
music to a larger audience. At just 20 years old, Garrett signed 
with Iron Gate Records and immediately set to work on his 
debut releases under the label. His partnership with Iron Gate 
allowed him to further develop his craft, refine his sound, and 
release music with greater production support. 

Iron Gate Records’ founder, Mark Skoda, spoke highly of Garrett’s work ethic and talent during a 
podcast episode, noting that Garrett was one of the most hardworking young artists he had 
encountered. Skoda praised Garrett for his relentless pursuit of improvement, particularly during 
the early stages of his career, when he was performing multiple gigs a week while still crafting new 
music. Under Iron Gate’s banner, Garrett was able to explore his modern country and country rock 
influences, blending them seamlessly to create a signature sound. 

Milestones and Achievements: Award Nominations and New Releases 

Garrett’s success continued to soar in 2023, when he was 
nominated for the Carolina Country Music Association’s 
(CCMA) Entertainer of the Year award and songwriter of the 
year. These nominations were major milestones for the young 
artist, solidifying his place among the most exciting new talents 
in the country music scene. The nomination process for the 
Entertainer of the Year award included fan voting, which 
highlighted the deep connection Garrett had cultivated with his 
audience.  This lead to the most votes ever cast for an individual 
artist in the competition. His single “Dreaming,” which had received praise for its heartfelt lyrics and 
smooth delivery, was one of the key songs that propelled him into the spotlight during this time. 

With multiple new releases in the works, Garrett’s upcoming projects are highly anticipated. His 
single "Different From The Rest" was a standout in 2023, showcasing a more modern country sound 
with a crossover appeal. Looking ahead to 2024, Garrett was eager to debut his new band at the 
CCMA Awards, a performance that marked a significant new chapter in his career.  It was here that 
Garrett would make his mark in winning the “CCMA Entertainer of the Year”!! 

Garretts’s original music has also been featured on multiple radio stations on 96.9 The Kat, iHeart 
Radio, Kicks 103.3, 93.9 Carolina Country, WSGE 91.7, WFAY 100.1, WYAY 106.3, Z103.com, and 
Beach Waves Radio.  
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Noteworthy Performances and Venues 

Garrett has performed in Nashville, TN at The Local, Tin 
Roof, Commodore Grille, and other venues and has played 
at multiple concert series events with the City of Gastonia, 
Town of Pineville, City of York, Town of Mooresville, Town of 
Lowell, Town of Dallas, and City of Mt. Holly.  He has also 
opened for the Charlotte Symphony for the past three years, 
playing for approximately 3,000 people each time and has 
played at the famous Boathouse and House of Blues in 
Myrtle Beach, SC.  Garrett has also played events with 
Warren Peay, Ronald Radford, Mark Herndon, and Dixiana 
and has opened for Mike Rogers, Cody Webb, Point of 
Grace, Marcus King, Drake White, Mac Arnold, and Josh 
Turner in front of thousands of attendees.  In addition, he 

has also opened for the bands On The Border, Chapel Hart, The Rick Strickland Band, The Caleb 
Davis Band, The Brent Cates Band, and Dreamer. 

The Challenges of an Independent Artist 

While Garrett’s journey has been filled with highlights, it has also been marked by the typical 
challenges of an independent artist. Booking shows, managing self-promotion, and navigating the 
intricacies of streaming platforms all became part of Garrett’s day-to-day life. In a candid moment 
during his interview, Garrett reflected on the sheer amount of work that goes on behind the scenes: 
“It takes a lot of effort to manage everything. I didn’t realize how much work it would take behind the 
scenes, but I’m thankful for the amazing team and support I’ve had to help me along the way”. 

One of the biggest challenges Garrett has faced is adapting to the rapidly changing music industry, 
particularly with regard to streaming platforms like Spotify. In his podcast interview, Garrett 
discussed how streaming thresholds and changes to artist compensation are impacting 
independent musicians. He highlighted how important it is to regularly release new music and 
actively promote it in a highly competitive streaming environment. 

Conclusion 

Garrett Huffman’s story is a powerful reminder of what can be achieved with passion, hard work, 
and the right support system. From his humble beginnings during the pandemic to becoming a 
signed artist with a bright future, Garrett’s journey is one of resilience and determination. As he 
continues to release new music and perform across the country, there is no doubt that Garrett 
Huffman will leave a lasting impact on the music industry. His journey is far from over, and the 
future looks incredibly promising for this talented artist. 

Garrett’s story is not just about his rise in the music industry but also about his commitment to his 
craft and his vision for the future. As he continues to evolve as an artist, his partnership with Iron 
Gate Records and his growing fanbase will undoubtedly play a crucial role in shaping the next 
chapter of his career. With his talent, dedication, and strategic approach, Garrett Huffman is poised 
to become a significant figure in the world of country rock. 
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Find out more about Garrett Huffman and his band at:  Main Page - GARRETT HUFFMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

https://garretthuffman.com/

